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EPIGRAPHICA ARMENIACA HIEROSOLYMITANA X
AN INSCRIBED CANDLESTICK AND INSCRIBED LAMPS FROM
HOLY ARCHANGELS CHURCH, JERUSALEM

by

ROBERTA R. ERVINE — MICHAEL E. STONE
St. Nersess Armenian Theological Seminary
Hebrew University of Jerusalem

ISRAEL

This is the second in a series of articles presenting a collection
of inscribed objects in the Holy Archangels Church of Jerusalem’s
Sts. James Monastery. It begins with a candlestick whose details were
not available at the writing of the initial article in this series, which was
devoted to the brass candlesticks of Holy Archangels Church.! It repre-
sents one of several gifts originally intended for use at the Tomb of
the Virgin in Gethsemane, but which migrated to Holy Archangels at
unknown dates.

The lamps from Holy Archangels Church, which follow it, were
recorded by courtesy of the late Bishop Guregh Kapikian, in the course
of the restoration of the church which took place in 1985-1990 under his
supervision. The inscriptions were all copied by hand, and most of the
lamps were photographed or sketched. Most of the photographs, how-
ever, do not show all the text of the inscriptions, so the publication of the
texts here is mostly dependent on the hand copies. The inscriptions range
in date from 1831 to 1968. Several of the twentieth-century inscriptions
bear silent witness to the decrease in Jerusallem’s k‘atak‘ac’i (native
Armenian) population, as individuals departing for a new life elsewhere
left behind memorials in their community’s parish church.?2 Some of
these inscriptions commemorate donations by members of families some

: R. ERVINE and M.E. SToNE 2001-2002.

* This sector of the population traces its roots to the time of the Crusade. Hol
Archanggls serves as the community’s parish church. In addition to being the usual'venuz
for weddings in the Armenian community at large, it provides funeral services for mcm-.
:rs ;;:ef k'atak’ac’i families. For an interesting view of the community by.onc of its
S;ma|s;s£:i|i‘(:frgg5,MhLK0N ROSE 1993. For a study of its dialect see BERT VAUX 2002,

REArm 30 (2005-2007) 359-399.
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of whose scions still reside in Jerusalem, while others have emigrated to
the American and Australian diasporas. Thus, it should be possible to
obtain much more information about the donors of these lamps than is
the case with older objects.?

In addition, there are four lamps with undated inscriptions, which will
be described at the end of this article. While the inscriptions of these
date from the twentieth century, at least two of the lamps themselves
clearly date from the nineteenth, as their workmanship is the same as
that of lamps bearing much earlier inscriptions.

The inscriptions have been assigned numbers drawn from the overall
sequential numeration employed in the Epigraphica Armeniaca Hiero-
solymitana project. These carry on from 221, as the previous selection of
Holy Archangels inscriptions ran from 201-220. In addition, we use a
number series including the abbreviated name for the site at which the
inscription was found. It this series we use the following abbreviations:

BN  Bethlehem, Church of the Nativity

JHA Jerusalem, Church of the Holy Archangels

1] Jerusalem, Cathedral of Sts. James

JS  Jerusalem, Church of the Holy Sepulchre

JSJ  Jerusalem, Church of the Holy Sepulchre, Chapel of St. John

JSH Jerusalem, Church of the Holy Sepulchre, Chapel of St. Helena
JSG Jerusalem, Church of the Holy Sepulchre, Gallery

T Jerusalem, Church of St. T oros
RG Ramle, Church of St. George

221 JHA 21 (Figs. 27-28)
Candlestick of 1738

This short, brass candlestick consists of a round base whose sides
slope outward from a surmounting raised lip. The inside top surface of
the base is slightly concave, with a protrusion in the center to hold a
turned top screwed into it. The candlestick is significantly discolored
and somewhat bent as well.

The inscription is incised in simple line letters. It more or less follows
a set of ruled lines that run round the middle section of the base.
The inscription constitutes a single line, broken by spaces between the
words (except for the initial formula 8GYk). There are abbreviations and

3 The parish records of the Holy Archangels Church, some of which are available to
the present writers, will also shed light on the recent donors and their families. This infor-
mation will be forthcoming as the records are studied.
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ligatures. While the script is uncial (erkat’agir), the letter g (za) is writ-
ten in minuscule above the line. Spelling of the proper name Yfifiby
(Cyril) as Gneply reflects local pronunciation.

8GSUbk YNKIEL ULELUPY b My UR UUUDLU. UR
QELEQUULDY P, M9k

J«f;ewmmq E Yuuply wpbqugfb b grenk umpp
Vwmnniwdwdbu wmpp ghpbqdwhfil @ ple (h5 Q5

This is a memorial of the monk Cyril to the holy tomb of the h
of God, in the year 1187 [= A.E. 1738]. y SRR

This piece, like so many others still to be found in Jerusalem’s
Armenian churches, dates from the reign of Patriarch Gregory the
Chainbearer (1715-1749). The Cyril in question served a sacristan at
Mary’s Tomb.? In 1701 he had returned from Isfahan bringing a Missal
donated to that sanctuary by the priest Astuacatur (ms. J3532). In 1719
he af;sisted Patriarch Gregory in the refurbishing of ms. J67 and he is
credited with having copied or commissioned three manuscripts himself
(mss. J.I 362, J807 and J2514). The last of these, a Missal, he left as a
memqnal to the Tomb of the Virgin in 1735. As a further token of his
devotion to the Theotokos, Cyril penned a tal (poem) in her honor
(ms. J807) and in the colophon to the manuscript containing it, dated
1732, he describes himself as “servant of the grace-dispensing T(’)mb of
the all-blessed Holy Theotokos, Mother of the Lord.”*

222 JHA 22 (Fig. 29)
Silver Lamp of 1831

fm"rfnhl; omi.lle and gra.lcefu] Iamp of repoussé and pierced work, dating
5 et hre:gn of Patnar?h Gabriél (1818-1840), measures 6 cms. across
31 ;d’ and 21 cms. in length. It hangs from three chains, which are
lamp ’11 ed from a simple, domed cap. The chains are attached to the
o 1£a3 : pp;; part by fasteners cast in the shape of dragons resting on a bed
= hasst; efuppermost flange of the lamp is composed of a simple cuff
e T;:en olded over towards the i.nside, making a visible seam inside
xr |§\; e upper body of the lamp displays floral and leaf motifs, while
o er part lbears t?longated hexagonal cartouches with cross-hatching.
e lamp terminated in a rosette from which a small loop emerges.

: M. Atawnunt 1929, 212,
N. BoGHARIAN 1968, 276.
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The inscription runs round the uppermost flange of the lamp, around
the mouth. The letters are incised in simple lines. There are no capitals.
Relatively few abbreviations are used and those which appear are
marked by superscript lines. There are no ligatures. As is often the case,
the church is referred to as Holy Archangel, in the singular.

fﬁbmjﬂ_q ]il[lj]ip_{,lfi .‘inl_:ﬁu.'_,n".'ﬂ dlf mfpﬂ,f: dlf mupq{lufz houp CJ'Q"”’,-‘-"{W ‘f
!um[lrlif: pu’l 1831:

iduipbimg [qiifipg ) qoliburybul duwlmbufp wqdkh dwlnbufr vupegfuf ‘I
unipp Cp.!‘.‘emml(amqﬁm f me:qﬁ p‘u’umnml; 1831:

Mahtesi Adam [son) of Mahtesi Sargis Ghonjaean of Izmir offered this to
Holy Archangel, to the Prison of Christ, 1831.

The Prison of Christ is the chapel in the northwest corner of the nave
of Holy Archangels Church. It is adjacent to the olive tree where Christ
was tied, according to tradition, to await his trial by the high priest Annas,
prior to his appearance before Annas’ son-in-law Caiaphas (John 18:23).
Armenian tradition says that the Holy Archangels Church is built on the
site of the high priestly residence of Annas.

223-224 JHA 23-24 (Figs. 30-31)
Silver Lamp of 1844

These two repoussé lamps are an identical pair. They are quite ornate,
consisting of four convex bulbs separated from one another by ridged
bands of dots and stylized vegetative designs. One lamp has sustained
more damage than the other and the less damaged lamp has a patch on
its main body, covering two of its floral decorations. This patch has been
taken from another lamp, and displays a pattern of diamonds, each with
a dot at its center. The lowest bulb of the lamp has been pushed up into
the lamp, making its finial crooked. The inscription around its lip is
partly torn. The other, more damaged member of the pair has its top lip
crumpled and the seam where the lip joins the main body of the lamp is
torn (though the tear has been mended with some black substance),
while the lowest bulb of the lamp has also been torn, and its finial
pushed in.

The lamps are 17 cms. long and 6 cms. across the mouth. At their
widest point, they measure 32 cms. in circumference. The upper lip
of each lamp is 1.3 cms. wide. Its raw edge has been folded inward, cre-
ating the effect of a hem. An inscription runs round the lip in
plain, engraved letters showing no great artistic skill in their execution.
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The letter o has a long tail attached to the bottom of its final vertical
stroke, in the manner of a g (za). The inscription contains abbreviations
but no ligatures, and is entirely in minuscule.

] b hifdbgu [ up Z!rrzmt}ufmu lui.'_;[lq fwlig p.mltm.".[u ;bulu.'.mrulr.hu 1844
,l'i’f"'"”"ll t ."Irmﬂﬁbqn fr unipip :;:lui:(\mm!;wu’-bmu ‘ub_,-[nf alwf:bg,: lz_-wpuf.[u
|/m.pqmn‘|fim 1844

This lamp is a memorial to Holy Archangels Barsex vardapet from Van,
superior, 1844.

Barsel vardapet was the superior of Holy Archangels from 1742 to
1847, the year of his death.® He thus held that position through parts of
the reigns of two patriarchs, 7ak aria (1840-1846) and Kirakos (1846-
1850).

225 JHA 25 (Figs. 32-33)
Silver Lamp of 1870

Similar in workmanship to the previous pair of lamps, this specimen
is 16 cms. long, and 6.7 cms. across the mouth. It comprises a top flange
with inscription, joined to the body of the lamp by a means of a herring-
bone ridge flanked by rows of dots. Below this is a convex band adorned
with stylized, inverted leaves pointing downwards towards the main
bulb of the lamp, which bears a floral paisley motif.

Below this, the lamp narrows; a row of the same stylized leaves, this
time pointing upwards, is followed by a slightly convex band of ornate
cartouches with scroll motifs. Below this is another band of leaves. The
lamp ends in a finial, which is approximately a fifth of its overall length.
The attachments or anchors for the lamp chains are in the form of small
cherubs. These have stylized, round heads set clearly above tWo pairs of
outstretched wings, with a third wing schematically suggested below.
The cap to which the upper ends of the chains attach is a simple, slightly
domed piece of metal with a narrow, flat rim. A bent ring passes through
an eye at the top of the cap.

The inscription runs around the top flange. As was the case with the
previous lamps, it contains abbreviations but only one ligature (k), and is
entirely in lower case letters. The letter m (tiwn) in the word quunbpis
resembles an w (ayb) with a very elongated center upright. The £ (ho)

6 M. ALAwNUNI 1929, 49 reports that Barset's death occurred in 1848. However,
Bogharian later discovered a source giving the exact date as Sept. 8, 1847.
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100., has an elongated, hooked upright and a very pronounced lower loop
which extends below the line of the writing.

sunly § b ] f b Lol TRl ] )
';(8;0 [ _qfr i I.!’;|.t1|t.‘;l' i muqu_qf.lf M.L‘gnbﬁ In qum!.‘,rl.‘f .-i'gl.-nu[a_nj fr up (Fem.':fu..-m

Sfpwnwly | L‘rm:mm.;fufmgfr wridfyppaark s Lubgneghug U'ﬁ;,{_m.f.-!: Le qumkph U ppne-
Loy fpoumepp Spbymuwlywyln 1870 .

It is a memorial of the late Melk’on Ami
miracan of Jerus: i
daughter Mak‘ruhi to Holy Archangel, 1870. e

226 JHA 26 (Fig. 34)
Silver Lamps of 1884

Whil.e similar in size and shape to the previous lamps, this one dis-
plays different motifs, and its inscription is in a different s;yle. The lamp
measures 16.5 cms. long and 7.5 cms. across the mouth. As it frequentl
the case with these lamps, the attachments for its chains are in the Qhapz
of cherubs. The upper flange of the lamp bears the inscription Tﬁis is
succeeded by a ridge of chevrons surmounting a zigzag band 'fhe main
b.u!b of the lamp is adorned with medallions. These contain 'in alterna-
tion, a stylized flower stalk and a cartouche with a central c;va] Below
the bulb is another band of zigzag, followed by a smaller bult; with a
pattf..-m of ovals and foliage hearts. A row of dots separates the upper
sections of the lamp from the lower, which are marked with ickpt
dots, and zigzags. B
‘ The inscription fills two lines. The letters of the inscription are incised
in dou?:i]e. lines. There are capital and lower case letters, with some
abbreviations and one ligature (the letters upin in the word :{mprp:mﬂ:m].

1. Unqm[a‘}:f Qm.ﬂm,!ﬂfd} a‘_tm,ipaf ql’ﬁp’;qﬂ quiju {J. Z{Q‘ﬂ":l”ﬂﬂ f.!ﬂ.qf.q.l_n( fl
J}Jefﬂ{.‘ tfbr}yﬁ't nluqmjfr ln{mJ' o
2. t}m[{mhbﬁu,r Umb:[uum.mﬁ 1884 /1 m.fm(\m.f,.l} '—.‘/me."[nu l[!rl’fﬂffﬂ,l’

1. Unqm[rf;‘ ﬁ’mlmu_/gfuﬁﬁmfr f:m,.‘rpf q;‘}:mﬂﬂlﬂiu fquifu Ummp. ,Z‘frﬁ\mam
X -'?muffmr‘{;{ffu!f.gr.nj /s Jt/:(\mmmff (’wﬂrpﬂ_y.’.mi n{n}ur_fﬂ /J.l..HHJf )

. Bm{fmhin".u,v Uurfn/rm“.‘mb 1884 f: mf,'uemﬁ)f.m}} ‘-j[;pmff.tm l{l’ﬂ -

.l'{f.uu{!.mfl :

1. Solovmé ‘f"arul’iwnean offers this lamp to the church of Holy
Archangel in memory of her deceased son

2 :ovhemnﬁs Step'anean, 1884, in the administration of Kirakos var-
apet
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Kirakos vardapet Azareanc® was twice the superior of Holy Archan-
gels, once from 1874-1877 in the reign of Patriarch Esayi (1864-1885)
and again from 1887-1891. He thus served during the days when Eremia
Tér Sahakean functioned as locum tenens, and during the first two years
of the reign of Patriarch Yarutiwn Vehapetean who, although elected in
1885. did not leave Istanbul until 1888, taking up his post in Jerusalem
only in 1889. Kirakos left his own memorial to Sts. James in the form of
a gilt chalice and two warehouses.’

227-228 JHA 27-28 (Fig. 35)
Silver Lamps of 1884

These are two in a trio of almost identical filigree lamps; the third
member of the trio is without inscription. Both the inscribed lamps bear
the same inscription. They are 18 cms. long and 6 cms. across the
mouth. The upper part of the body is a six-panelled bulb; the panels are
separated from one another by rather pronounced ridging, and each is
filled with four nautilus shapes in filigree, arranged so as to form a cross.
In the center of each cross a many-petalled rosette is attached. The top
edge is composed of wickets partially filled with filigree, and set above
several fine lines of various types of filigree chaining.

The upper bulb of the lamp is attached to the lower by means of a
filigree band in a simple, geometric design. The lower, smaller bulb
bears the same design as the upper one, except that the center point of
each cross is filled with a small circle rather than a rosette. The coni-
cal nose of the lamp is composed of six tear-drop shaped cartouches
filled with filigree in an elongated nautilus pattern. The attachments for
chains are in the shape of cherubs with their wings raised. The lamp
terminated in a double rosette. The rosette of lamp JHA 27 is flat, and
a filigree cross hangs from it. Lamp JHA 28, by contrast, has a spher-
ical final rosette.

The inscription runs around the neck of each lamp, on a plain band.
It is of mixed upper and lower case sloping letters, with abbreviations
marked eitheer by a line above the word or by two dots above the miss-
ing vowel. As is often the case, the un combination is ligatured.

7 M. ALAWNUNI 1929, 207. Members of the brotherhood were encouraged to own
me from which would support them during their lifetime and would pass

property, inco!
gs at their death. Some inscriptions from warehouses will be

into the monastery’s holdin
published in future articles in this series.
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82‘"1{ 'EP”'IJ' foup ZFP”’[I“!"”' Pn,uﬁ_q[l. ultfopl{.l‘:ff. ﬁflfm ’lﬂqﬁmmfmu.
of prpuyngy.- J_in!ugﬁ. Afn[u[m]fﬁ“v: [Fwgneng: dppupny. 1884 yklpn l:
8[‘2”[‘[{"!" b‘ﬂﬂluf."fltl}‘f? IIHLI'F ZFLEmHqu"f'bm. Pﬂ’uu}[ﬂ“-g[l mtullf{!bwﬁ'
U plswn k] Dhghwfinu :lm,qunﬂ.mwg. plipgh anufm[lﬁ“l [be] Puwgniling
Juwmm‘tl.mwg‘ 1884 rfbf!mbﬁpb'n l:

A memorial to Jerusalem, to Holy Archangel, for the vardapets Minas

and Ignatios Beorégean of Tokat (T'oxat") [and] their sisters the nuns
Hiip'simé and T"akuhi, December 1, 1884.

Ignatios, who served from 1875-1876 as superior of the Bethlehem
monastery, died in 1884 at the age of fifty. He had been ordained in
1862.% This inscription is the only mention of his brother Minas discov-
ered thus far. That four members of the same family took up the reli-
gious life in Jerusalem is quite remarkable.

229-230 JHA 29-30 (Figs. 36-37)
Silver Lamps of 1885

This is a pair of filigree lamps with hexagonal body. Each measures
10 cms. in length, 3.5 cms. across the mouth, and at its widest point it
has a circumference of 25 cms. The lamp neck is a cuff composed of fil-
igree hearts, creating a scalloped top edge. These rest on a band of silver
ribboning some 2 cms. high. Below this is a silver twist, attaching the
neck to the round, flat upper suface of the main lamp body. The body is
decorated with a pattern of stylized waves joined by diamonds. A ridge
of herringbone pattern encircles the widest point of the lamp. The six
facets of the hexagon are made up of scroll patterns set in a frame of her-
ringbone; again, the scrolls are separated, or joined, by small, flat silver
diamonds. Spaces at the various joints of the lamp sections are filled
with filigree. The lower sections of the lamp are mostly in a ribbon
pattern, with more ribs of herringbone or twisted ropes dividing the sec-
tions from one another. The lamp’s finial is missing. The attachments
for the lamp chains are in the shape of a fan or half-rosette. The cap at
the upper end of the chains is a full, filigree rosette of fourteeen pieces.

The inscription of each lamp is on a silver plaque, which has been
added to one face of the hexagonal portion of the body. A double line
frame encloses the inscription, which is in minuscule sloping letters.
The inscriptions contain ligatures only in the uun combination found in

8 M. ALAWNUNI 1929, 165.

annnssEREEREREE
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the words {phymulyuybin and dugpuybn. In addition, lamp 230 has a
ligature comprising the letters /f in the word L pfpunuy.
The inscription of lamp 229 reads:

J?m’l Jpud foup {fwemf{u..-w, Lupbygfr, fmuﬁmﬁ, :&!rqmﬁ. b qumnph, J,u,:-
wine, 1885

Jﬁzmrmuq','bpmqufrf '[r unpp ({inemm{;mrq&m, Cm,t_fufg]z, fmuﬁm[.- J?m_”rw-
.qu.mfr In qumbpfr :im‘nfiwrfm_, 1885

A memorial to Jerusalem, to Holy Archangel, for the nun Xat'un from
Aleppo and her daughter Mariam, 1885.

Thus far, this is the only record we have of Xat'un and her daughter
Mariam. They do not appear in the earliest list of nuns to which we have
access, that of 1886, nor are they mentioned by Alawnuni.

The inscription of lamp 230 reads:

Jownly gpund Lpymlpupn [t pppuwnyf, whpmanwd, dypupnfr b qunkpl, dpbw-
dme 1885

Jfrpurnnaly _,tbpmumq.fa? Lpbymuwlpunybin 2t phpmmgfr, whpunund, duypuw-
wyhuf b quinkiph dwpbwine 1885

A memorial to Jerusalem Archangel for the nun Ant'aram of T'ekirdal
and her daughter Mariam, 1885.

Both Antaram and Mariam appear in the list of nuns given in the Sts.
J‘ames calendar for 1886. A third nun from Tékirdat,” Srbuhi, is also
listed. Mother and daughter remained in the convent at least until 1891.10

231 JHA 31 (Fig. 38)
Silver Lamp of 1886

This is a large, filigree lamp measuring 15 cms. in length and 9 cms.
across the mouth. At its widest point its circumference is 28 cms. Like
JHA 27 and 28 it has a top cuff composed of filigree hearts, giving its
upper edge a scalloped appearance. The entire body of the lamp, in all
sections, is composed of vertical scrolls separated by lines of beading.
T.he lamp terminates in a rosette into which is fixed a finial composed of
nine teardrop shapes filled with swirls, from which hang tassels of silver.

9 Tgkirdat is on the coast of the Sea of Marmara, south ¢ i
g s and west of C g
see R.H. HEwseN 2001, map 218, D2. e
10 We have had access to the Jerusalem calendars from 1886 i
s us s -1891 and again from
1926-1994, but the calendars for the intervening period, during which Am'aj'asl and her
daughter presumably died, have not been available to us.
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The attachments for the lamp chains are in the form of cherubs, the body
cast in a solid piece, while the wings are pierced.

The inscription runs around a band just below the lamp’s cuff of
hearts. It is in very fine, double-line letters. It contains a few standard
abbreviations and no ligatures. The spelling of the name Z2nfufiufuil as
2nfipufit reflects the name’s western pronunciation. The donors are the
same nuns mentioned in the inscriptions of JHA 28-29 above: the
spellings of proper names often depended on the pronunciation and per-
haps also on the level of education of the engraver or his clients.

BL\mI{ bpuqﬂ_ . Zp?rn.';mpu fu‘:(q_:,rr.nj fu_ﬁm?ﬁmy/r uffupfﬂcbfr Jf'”z_,- qum.!...rr‘q
anq_'u/uff I ﬁ‘mqm(l: Limﬂjmuffmwg 1886 mu”rh 24:

Bj:ewmwf{ L‘Fnu;wqfﬁ U-‘TL,"F zln!,(\wrm'!mu‘.-ﬁmmy fiqfifib‘.l}'l_ﬂj E;L[Jnfll,m‘qﬁ
u!!u.,rrf.r?x".mﬁ le‘}npmj r‘.'.umﬁl.-uuy /_"n/r;.lufuff I fa'mqmlf) ﬁmfpm.l.l‘rf.mm_q
1886 .‘uuf.{i',l!t_ 24:

A memorial [to] Jerusalem, Holy Archangel church for the nuns Hfipsimé
and T akuhi, daughters of Yakob Béorégean of Ewt'okia, April 24. 1886.

Takuhi appears in the calendar listing of nuns for 1886, whereas
Hiipsimé does not. Perhaps she had died in that year. Two other women
from Tokat, Prapion and Astlik, are also listed.

232 JHA 32 (Fig. 39)
Silver Lamp of 1938

This small lamp measures 12 cms. long and 6 cms. across the mouth.
It is of an elongated oval shape, the oval being composed of seven se-
parate panels, each adorned with a design of scrolls in descending sizes,
set along a mid-rib in such a way as to create a heart. Spaces within the
design are filled in with filigree work. On the lower part of the lamp
small scrolls are set in cartouches. The lowest part of the lamp is a small
bulb with a miniature version of the same design. The upper rim of the
lamp consists of twenty small cartouches, attached to the body of the
lamp with a row of filigree chain. The attachments for the chains are of
a thick, plain silver wire bent into the shape of an ear. The top cap for
the chain is a flat silver disk with a filigree rosette attached to it.

The inscription is on a flat silver plaque fastened to the lamp at the
level of the chain attachments. The lettering is simple uncial. There is
only one abbreviated word. The donor’s name is in the modern West
Armenian ablative form.
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8CSUY b YULPELU U. 2PEGSULUMNES LYELESPNS,
ELNBUUABUUSE ULERUULY M UNKRULEULE 1938

thagmmwli b b fdbgu Unipp ZP.!';{\Imullwulf!.m Ehligbgeny, I;'.'uuumq{:fmgf)
U,qi.‘gumfuﬂ: {fm’ulampﬁmﬁ 1938

This lamp is a memorial to Holy Archangel church, from Afek’sandr
Muxt arean of Jerusalem, 1938.

233 JHA 33 (Fig. 40)
Silver-plated Lamp of 1952

A large lamp 24 cms. long and 16.5 cms. across the mouth, this piece
has unfortunately suffered from oxidation to the point that it could not
be cleaned. Though it is large, the lamp boasts only two convex bands of
simple decoration: the top section of the lamp, to which the chains
attach by means of cherub heads with very pronounced facial features,
displays stylized foliage set within loops. This pattern is repeated in the
top, convex band of the lamp’s nose, while two of the bottom sections
have patterns of simple wickets and fish scales.

The inscription in capital letters runs around the inside of the top lip.
It is set off at its start and finish by an incised cross. The style of the let-
ters is characteristic of work done by Vartan Der Vartanian, a noted
Jerusalem jeweler and a capable engraver of the twentieth century
(+ 16/02/1994), but it may have been used by others as well. There are
no abbreviations other than the UR for Unepp.

b 8hGUSUY U. 2r6CSUSUNESUS SEP bR Shubty LU2ULNU
PUCUBLULEL 1952

As a memorial to Holy Archangels from Mr. and Mrs. Lazaros Pafayean
1952.

234 JHA 34 (Fig. 41)
Silver-plated Lamp of 1954

This lamp is 28 cms. long and 7 cms. across the mouth. The upper
edge of the unusually wide top cuff is cut in the shape of stylized palm
trees, while the convex bands of the lamp body display stylized leaves of
various kinds. The concave surfaces are undecorated. The lamp’s chains
attach to the widest part of the lamp via attachment in the shape of flo-

ral scrolls.
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The. bnet.' inscription runs round a flat band near the bottom of th
lamp, in quite unartistic lettering with very pronounced loops at ﬂ(l) o5
of the letters; and £ The capital 8 with which the inscriplizn‘be 'e ‘D.P
a lower. case letter with a bottom loop and a top hook, sitting ab e s
line; this gives it the appearance of a capital §. i

8/1(\ J wlf h.'memmm!:.&mﬁ 1954
A memorial Vahé Xa¢ aturean 1954,

235 JHA 35 (Fig. 42)
Silver-plated Lamp of 1958

A heavy silver lamp comprising an upper cuff, main body and
dgnl cross. It is 16 cms. long, 6 cms. across the n,‘nouth and 27 i
mrcgmterence at its widest point. The upper cuff is pie‘rced in aCTT‘S- n
qf d!amor!ds. and pickets. The main body of the lamp is simple b ot
!u}c, cons:snng. of two bell-shaped pieces set opposite one asothl:r (::1:
Ji(z);r;e? by a pl:{lll,. hexagonal band. The top section is adorned with styl-
o T::j;pmn.tm.g downwards, while the bottom section disp[ays. the
e S, pomnting upwards. The lamp ends in a small eye, through

ch the eye of a pendant cross passes. The attachments for the 1
chains are in the shape of leaves. . S
The inscription appears on two faces of the band running round the

middle of the lamp. It uses
: ; es the same characters as JHA 33 i i
and with no abbreviations. v allincapitals

;- 8hTUSUY U. 2P6CSUYUMNESUS BYEDLESMS T
- URPU2UU % ULUSUSULEUY 20Y [. 1958

1. A memorial to the church of the Holy Archangels
. From Abraham K. Mnac"akanean Oct. 8, 1958

(88

236 JHA 36 (Fig. 43)
Silver Lamp of 1959

muﬁt;ﬂﬁee lamp measuring 18 cms. long and 6.5 cms. across the
” h e upper cyff of the lamp is composed of triple wickets. The
] Ilrll where the cuff is attached to the body of the lamp is eoverea. b
E:;n.hf?gl band. The lamp body is composed of eight panels outlinedyii1
chain. Each panel has a center stone; green, turquoise, orange and
» » dn
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blue are the four colors, repeated again in that same order. The filigree
work within each panel makes a design of four hearts, arranged to form
a cross. The lamp’s lower bulb displays the same pattern on a smaller
scale. On this bulb, the center stones of the panels are pale green and
pink, alternately. The attachments for the lamp chains are simple, thick
metal wires in an ear shape. At the top of the chains, a cap in the form
of a fifteen-petal flower holds the chains in place. The narrow nose of
the lamp is made up of five elongated mihrab shapes in filigree. It ter-
minated in a small sphere made up of two rosettes.

The inscription appears in two lines on a band around the top of the
lamp. The letters are in the same style as those on JHA 33 and 35.

L. LNREL U 2M-heUhUEU LS UUSPUL SEI Bh Shyht, MULU-
snpr th N4UULLU 8N4.2ULLEULULE

2. b 8hCUSUY UALLSU2UL FUSET hhIEULS 0. 20-heUbUE
8N4 2U.L LRUGU LD 25.6.1959

1. A gift to the Chapel of the Holy Hiip'simeank” from Mr. and Mrs.
Xat“atur and Ovsanna Yovhanngssian in memory of their daughter
Miss Hiip“simé Yovhannésian, tragically killed. June 25, 1959.

The chapel of the Hiip'simeanc® lies in the southeast portion of the
Holy Archangels Church, adjacent to the nave. It is used once a year on
the feast of the saint. In additon, it serves as the church’s sacristy, and
the treasury forms its westernmost end. The dedicaton of the altar in this
chapel, erected in the days of the great Patriarch Gregory the Chain
Bearer, is described by Hanné vardapet in his history."!

237 JHA 37 (Fig. 44)
Silver Lamp with inscription of 1961

Interestingly, this lamp is of the same design as JHA 25, whose
inscription dates from 1870. Thus it is clearly older than its inscription’s
date. The lines of the design are more pronounced, and the lamp is two
centimeters shorter (14 cms. in length) than JHA 25. It has also sus-
tained more damage: there are numerous dents, and the lowest part of
the lamp has been pushed up into the body. Holes in the lamp body have
been patched, and the cast cherub attachments for the lamp chains seen
on JHA 25 have been replaced with large, flat angels fixed to the surface

Il HANNE 1807, 238.
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of the lamp’s central bulb in such a way as to conceal holes or tears.
These angels appear to have been made by conforming a thin piece of
silver to an underlying mould. The cherub has curly hair and pronounced
cheeks; facial features are clear. The head nestles in the outstretched
wings, the feathers of which are clearly delineated.

The inscription, which runs round the top of the lamp, is in the same
lettering as that on JHA 34. The capital 8 in this case resembles a much
elongated and angular number 3; the letter / is merely a staff with a loop
at the top; the letter & in (.'_m[f.?mi}fmu} is a simple vertical line with small
cross-piece, a form often seen in modern cursive writing.

8/}2 {.tu.tf:lc”u{u U. Zluf.'em. D'IJ‘HI{I'HI.‘I!..( ‘LI’I’I]H.‘FHLLI’I’J’FJf 1961
G[r‘\mmmll [t] l{m[:ﬁf;qu Up{.lng Z,fh";euuul’{luufﬂrnfﬂg Ulq”[ﬂlf”} l]'_1'1'1‘“-
J’fb‘[}.{ilﬂif{' 1961

This lamp is a memorial to Holy Archangels from Sirvart Vartanian
1961.

238 JHA 38 (Fig. 45)
Silver-plated Lamp of 1963

This lamp is one of a matching set of nine in the church. It is the only
one of them with an inscription. One of the set has no chains, and thus
is not in use. The lamp is machine made of thin brass, plated with silver.
It is in three separate pieces: the top lip or crown fits onto the upper half
of the lamp bulb, while the bottom half of the bulb attaches to the top via
a band decorated with engraved “V™'s and vertical lines. There is a styl-
ized floral design on the upper lip and the lowest portion of the lamp,
and a band of dots separating the main body of the lamp from its gra-
dually narrowing nose. The attachments for the chains are in the shape
of cherubs. The cherub’s head has sketchy facial features and indications
of curly hair and it perches above a pair of outstretched, upward-pointed
wings with indications of feathers. Directly below the head, between the
wings, is a stylized, trilobate, third wing.

The inscription appears on three lines at the top of the lamp in ornate
but crude lettering. All but the first two letters are double lined. The ¢ is
shaped like a modern capital Q. The two [’s feature pronounced loops
where the vertical and horizontal strokes intersect. As has been the case
with other proper names, the spelling here reflects the western Armenian
pronunciation.
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S8hCUSUY
CLPQUMER NELEU
1963

A memorial

2. Elizabet® Bélean

3. 1963

e sl

fan—

239-240 JHA 39-40 (Figs. 46-47)
Silver Lamps of 1964

These lamps, heavy for their size, measure 12 cms. in length and 6
cms. across the mouth. The top cuff of each lamp is pierced in a pat-
tern of triangles, diamonds and elongated mihrab shapes. The upper,
convex portion of the body is adorned with a pattern of slanted leaves.
The join between this and the lower, concave part of the lamp is cov-
ered by a simple, raised band. The lower section displays a series of
teardrop panels, of which every other one contains a vertical, stylized
leaf/vine. The undecorated panels are highly polished. Spaces between
the tops of the panels are stippled. At the bottom of the lamp is an eye,
through which a dangling Maltese cross some 3.5 cms. in diameter is
fastened. The attachments for the lamp chains are handles in the form
of an ornate scroll. The chain cap has a raised, five-pointed star in its
center.

The inscriptions on both lamps are identical. They are written in a
very angular uncial, and appear on the cross that is pendant from the bot-
tom of each lamp. There are no ligatures, and no abbreviations apart
from the [J, in the second line.

- 8hGUSUY 1964

- U 2PEGSUYUMNESUS
vnruar

- SEP-4 UrULEUY

- Ubrd ure

[ = I

. A memorial 1964
To Holy Archangels
Norayr
Der-Vartanian
Sirvart

I
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241 JHA 41 (Fig. 48)
Silver Repoussé Lamp inscribed 1968

This lamp is similar in style and size to JHA 25 and JHA 37; it is cer-
tainly of a much more antique vintage than its inscription would indi-
cate. Measuring 16 cms. in length and 7 cms. across the mouth, it is
composed of an upper lip, joined to the body of the lamp by a row of
raised herringbone pattern. The main body of the lamp has six bands of
decoration; the first, third and sixth are of stylized leaves (pointing
down on the upper band and up on the lower ones) with stippled sur-
faces. The largest convex band is decorated with stylized flowers, sepa-
rated from one another by a plain scroll. Band four is etched with sim-
ple, horizontal scrolling, while band five features alternate retangles of
plain silver and of scrolls laid in an X. The attachments for the lamp
chains are in the form of cherubs.

The inscription, which runs around the upper lip of the lamp, is in a
hand similar to that of JHA 34 and 37. It employs the same initial 8 and
the pronounced loop at the top of the ,, while the k is once again a sim-
ple vertical line with a small horizontal leg above the line. The top of
the £ is a horizontal line rather than a loop. It will be noted that the plural
of the donors’ family name lacks one .

8,}{\ l{mﬂﬁf“‘iu ] []rrf.‘eml{, Qmpm_/afu.ff q}:“,p(‘; (ﬂoquu pm_y“im“.‘uf 1968
8 fpunnuly [t] lwlifdbqu Uppny Z.,trf‘.Pmmf’mmﬂ.mu.rg. GEBI.'JHL[E},.II[(, Nkpé
[Ed] q]r).tlnu 'ﬁrnpﬂ.m?}ﬂﬂpf 1968

This lamp is a memorial to Holy Archangels from Yarutiwn, Berj and
Bolos K uk@ean 1968

242 JHA 42 (Figs. 49-50)
Silver-plated Lamp of 1968

This lamp is 13.5 cms. in length and the same across the mouth. The
glass dish for its oil and wick were fitted into a ring suspended above
the body of the lamp on chains that attach to the larger chains sus-
pending the lamp as a whole. The upper cuff of the lamp has a rolled
lip, and is pierced by a row of ellipses. The body of the lamp has only
one band of decoration, at the top: this is a band of poorly differenti-
ated leaves and flowers. The attachments for the lamp’s chains are sim-
ple, flat ears. At the bottom of the lamp is a loop, from which nothing
now hangs.
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The simple inscription, found just below the widest point of the lamp,
is in dotted letters.

u{”/l’hr!f Lllﬂ.ﬂflub'ﬂbﬂlfl
Arpiné Vartanean 1968

243 JHA 43 (Fig. 51)
Silver Lamp inscribed in 1949

An exceptionally large silver repoussé lamp, measuring 26 cms. in
length and 8.3 cms. across the mouth, with a circumference of 46 cms.
af its widest part. The workmanship is very similar to that of others
given apove. whose inscriptions date from the nineteenth century. The
inscription is in double-lined letters. The space within each letter’s outline
has been filled with horizontal hatching. Right-angled abbreviation marks
appear above the line, and in the word juwiifdkqu the letter w is abbreviated
as a single, vertical stroke, a common manuscript convention. It has
crosses with inscriptions on them at the end of each lamp chain.

Ggm'o I3 fpﬂﬂ/&ﬁq‘u b 2p31:l.f,:u{u: '&‘:“?_’fj bpuqﬁy/l '[,/J.{mqnu q‘fn!an,mﬁf 49
8/’(““‘"""{' s llmhpf.qu fi Unipp Z’rrl.emm;?mn.,d.m H{ﬁqi;yn.n,r bpmqu/nfmqf;
Uy Snpglwil 49 ‘ '
This lamp is a memorial to Holy Archangels Church from Nikolos
Keorkian of Jerusalem, [19]49

244 JHA 44 (Fig. 52)
Silver Lamp (undated)

This heavy silver lamp measures 7.5 cms. in length and the same
across the mouth. A ring to hold the glass oil dish sits above the lamp
body..on legs soldered to the inside of the lamp. The surface of the lamp
cone is divided into six vertical bands. Plain, polished bands alternate
with bands pierced in a floral design. The top portion of each pierced
band 15, a solid horizontal piece covered in stippling. The lamp termi-
nates ina pineapple or pinecone shape set in a ruff of three leaves, which
screws into the bottom of the lamp. The upper side of this decoration is
p?am, while the underside is engraved with veins. At the bottom of the
pinecone is a loop through which a silver ring passes. From this a cruci-
fix hangs, with the crucifixion scene barely visible on one face: a head
flanks Christ on either side, while bits of a smaller scene can be seen
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under his feet. On the reverse of the crucifix a Madonna and child are
visible in the center, with four other figures filling the arms of the cross.
The attachments for the lamp chains are simple silver wires bent into the
shape of an ear.

The donor’s name, in the same script as JHA 33, 35 and 36, is posi-
tioned vertically, following the edge of a plain panel on the cone.

. (}-mfz.,rrf)f{bm[:

A. Kapriélean

245 JHA 45 (Fig. 53)

Silver Lamp (undated)

Closely resembling JHA 25, 27 and 241 in size and style, this lamp is a
slightly smaller version, 13 c¢cms. long and 6 cms. across the mouth. The
lamp has been much damaged over time; its designs are not clear, though
they include the same stylized leaves, fleurs-de-lis and cartouches found
on its sister lamps. The lip has been torn off so that only part of the
inscription can be read.

The inscription, in simple, line letters, is set off at the beginning by a
cross with an X drawn through it, giving it the appearance of a St.
Andrew’s cross. There are no upper case letters. The engraver was of no
great talent.

J'(\.l'.ﬂ'll {' z'l!m'rlp[:llﬂ JII.FFHI!‘J.!N l{lﬂlﬁp’i’ﬁ' ,1 IIF [{reml,:.gi:ml]
“.‘/Qmmm!'{ {' QMB[JLJ!H lifﬂjp.l.ﬂu"tiuf l’mmw.{r{si} [l' HI’H_FF (Pfiemm[,mu!hml;

This lamp is a memorial for the nun Katar, to Holy Archangel

There are two nuns named Katar or Katarine known to us. One was
the notable Katarine Lortanov of Tiflis, a deacon, who visited Jerusalem
twice. On her second pilgrimage she made exceptionally munificent
gifts to the monastery of Sts. James, including a full set of gold embroi-
dered scarlet copes, thirty-one in number, as well as various silver
objects. Two lamps of her donation still hang in the grotto of Bethle-
hem’s Nativity Church. They are of exceptional size and workmanship,
and their inscriptions are likewise of a very high quality, quite unlike
that displayed here. The other nun Katariné was Katar of Ulna, whose
name appears in the list of Sts. James personnel at the end of the calen-
dar for 1886. She disappears from the list in 1890, indicating that she
died in 1889. It is perhaps this Katariné who donated JHA 45.
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246 JHA 46 (Fig. 54)
Silver Lamp (undated)

The decoration of this lamp, which measures 15 cms. long and 5
cms. across the mouth, is comparatively simple. Its upper cuff is scal-
loped. The band of decoration immediately below the cuff displays cir-
cles filled with cross-hatching, while the main bulb of the lamp is
etched with simple, four-petalled flowers separated by a simple, hori-
zontal stem and two stylized leaves. Of the lower four bands compri-
sing the lamp’s nose, two are blank (one holds the inscription, consist-
ing of the donor’s name, on its lower surface), one has a simple pattern
of herringbone and dots, while the lowest one displays merely a row of
punched circles.

The inscription, too, is in plain, line letters of no great art. It is to
be read on the plain band directly below the largest bulb of the lamp.
The most notable characteristic of the script is the very large 8, with a
strongly angled top loop and an elongated, rounded lower loop

Hm.‘}np Bmlufr‘h Qm.‘}npﬁwﬂ

Hagop Hovsép® Hagopean

247 JHA 47 (Fig. 55)
Silver-plated Lamp (undated)

This is an extremely simple lamp measuring 12.5 cms. in length and
6 cms. across the mouth. The flowers that adorn the body of the lamp
have petals in alternating lapis and dark blue. There are three flowers set
within each loop of the spiral, which constitutes the decoration’s back-
ground. The attachments for the lamp chains are in the form of cherub
heads, but without wings.

The inscription runs around the upper part of the lamp body, below
the neck and between the attachments for the chains. This arrangement
divides the inscription into three segments. The 8 is similar to that in the
previous inscription, with a very angled top. However, it also has a loop
flourish at the bottom, which the previous example did not. The letter ;
has a loop as well. As was the case in JHA 34, 37 and 41 the letter £
appears as a simple vertical line with a small horizontal bar above the
line.
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1. Bulpnp Guwpoy
2. Bulnplwi

3. ‘bﬂufp flml'}ﬁfiqu
1. Hagop Kardl

2. Hagopean

3. a gift this lamp

The donor appears to be a cousin of the donor in JHA 46. Both named
perhaps for their grandfather, they have the same first and family name
but are distinguished by a different patronymic.
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Fig. 1
JHA 21. Candlestick of 1738 (fig. 27)
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Fig. 2
JHA 21. Inscription, partial view (fig. 28)
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Fig. 3
JHA 22. Silver lamp of 1831 (fig. 29)
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Fig. 5
JHA 25. Silver lamps of 1870 (fig, 32-33)

Fig. 4
JHA 23-24. Silver lamps of 1844 (fig. 30-31)



R.R. ERVINE - M.E. STONE

INSCRIBED CANDLESTICK AND LAMPS 385

Fig. 6

JHA 26. Silver lamp of 1884 (fig. 34)

Fig. 7
JHA 27.23. Silver lamps of 1884 (fig. 35)

Fig. 8
JHA 29-30. Silver lamps of 1885 (fig. 36-37)




387

1938 (fig. 39)

10

Fig
2. Silver lamp of
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JHA 3
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Fig. 9
JHA 31. Silver lamp of 1886 (fig. 38)

386



